
1918
Gesellschaft
Schweizerischer 
Zeichenlehrer (Hrsg.): 
New Conception 
for the Formation
of Drawing Teachers 
Schweiz, Zürich.

1970
(June) Paris, UNESCO
Role of Social Science in 
the process of development 
(with 15 experts).

1971
Two weeks Seminar 
in Cuernavaca.

1972
Work with educators 
in Tanzania.

1967-68  
Writing Pedagogy of 
The Oppressed 
in Chile

1969   
Moves to the US.

1970   
Moves to Geneva
 and works for the 
World Council of 
Churches.

1979   
(August) Goes back to 
Brazil for one Month.

1970 
A group of workers from 
Sao Paulo write to Freire. 
Letter is lost, as most of his 
Geneva archives. 

1970 ((late) – 1971) 
Countless Noth American 
women sending him critical letters 
uninterruptedly. 

1940ies 
Elza Freire and colleague 
Noemia Varela et al.
publish a magazine
on education.

Art education

In�uencing people

Biography 

Exchanges

Projets/Collaborations

Writings/Publications

Practices, related projects,
or appropriations and
continuations

Political events

1980   
(March) Leaves Geneva 
to Brazil (Sao Paulo)

1970
CH : First anti-foreigners
initiative 
(Schwarzenbach-Initiative 
is voted and rejected).

1973
Independance of 
Guinée-Bissau.

1975   
Independance of 
Mozambique 
and Angola.

1970 
Lettera a una professoressa 
by Lorenzo Milani is published 
and is- beneath the pedagogy 
of the oppressed - the 
pedagocical foundation for 
SPE.

1912
VI. internationaler 
Kongress für
 Kunstunterricht, 
Zeichnen 
und angewandte Kunst
Dresden.

1973
Mesa de Santiago 
(UNESCO)
Museologists, scientists 
and intellectuals discuss 
a new concept
of a ‘social museum’  in
Santiago de Chile.

1985
Elza receives the King 
Balduin Prize for 
outstanding Christian 
Educators together 
with Paulo Freire.

1986
Second round of 
certi�cate-acknowledgement 
in Switzerland starts due to 
political decissions by the city 
government.

1999
Foundation 
Paulo-Freire-Institut
Berlin.

2004 
Foundation
Paulo Freire Zentrum
Vienna.

1971  
Beginning of a collaboration 
between the WCC and the 
Chile Governement.

1970 
A group of workers from 
Sao Paulo write to Freire. 
Letter is lost, as most of his 
Geneva archives. 

1974
Discussion between 
the Spanish workers 
and Freire (interview).

1950s
Elza Freire is director of a
public school in Recife, 
and  mentoring the 
teacher Miriam Didier in
�rst attempt to support 
alphabetisation with art.

1964-80
Elza in is exile together 
with Paulo and their 5 
children, travels with 
him to many of his
lectures and takes 
active part in the 
discussions.

1965  
Completion of
 ‘Education : 
the practice of 
Freedom’
(published in 1967).

Dialogue

Codi�cation

Literacy

Oppression

1973  
(November) One week 
discussion in Buenos Aires 
with Argentina government. 

1965  
Completion of 
“Education : the 
practice of Freedom“ 
(published in 1967).

Artist Jimmy Durham writes: 
‘Our idea was to apply the
ideas of IlIich and Freire 
(who had been my neighbour
 in Geneva) in making an art
school.’

1974
‘Challenge school’
(toward the swiss 
school)developed by 
Spanish Workers.

1970’s  
‘50 hours’ social struggle 
by Italian Union.

1980-82 
Züri brännt - swiss youth 
revolts for autonomous 
spaces.

1974
Discussion between 
the Spanish workers 
and Freire (interview).

1970’s  
Freire meets the leaders on
several occasion, in Switzerland
and Italy.

1970’s  
Paulo Freire regularly meets 
people from South African 
(black or white). 

1986
Elza passes away in Sao Paolo.

2016
1.biography on Elza
‘convivencio’
is published in 
Portuguese.

 
 

  
  

 
 

 
  

 
  
  
 

Early 1980’s
SPE works theoretically and
 practically on engaging Freire`s
 methods in Swiss context.
SPE becomes members of 
‘European society for 
conscientization’.

1974
SPE is founded after protests 
and con�icts on �nancial, political 
and pedagogical structures at 
ENAIP

1998
SPE is about to close down.
The last class starts. 

2003 
last students of 
SPE pass their exams.

1905
Foundation
Gesellschaft
Schweizerischer 
Zeichenlehrer GSZ
(Association of Swiss 
Drawing Teachers).

1971
Students of Drawing 
Teacher Training in Basel 
demand a reform of the
curriculum, criticizing
the teacher-student
relationship, the lack of 
freedom. 

1971
Foundation of the F+F 
school for art and design 
aiming at establishing
alternative art curriculum
Classes take place in 
Drahtschmidli, important
center  during youth 
movements of 80’s in ZH.

1960’s-1970’s
intense actions for labour 
immigration. Percentage
of foreign nationals as 
residents rises by 10% to 
17,5 %.

1970’s 
Claudius Ceccon’s 
(cartoonist, friend of 
Freire, also living in 
Geneva) son is getting 
his drawing torn 
up by his teacher, 
for being ‘too far from 
the model’. 

1970’s 
Foundation of the IDAC 
(Institute for Cultural Action). 
Freire is the �rst president. 
Many seminars in Europe, 
USA and Canada to discuss 
Pedagogy of The Oppressed. 

1979
(November) 
Works in Ecuador.

1979  
(March 5-8) 
Gesamthochschule Kassel, 
Seminar on Higher Education 
and International Development. 

1979   
(February) 
Works in India.

1978   
Work in the US 
(Sacramento, Philadelphia).

1977   
(March-April) 
Works in Costa Rica.

1976   
First visit in Sao Tomé and Principe, 
in Tanzania and in Angola.

1975  
Freire and the IDAC receive 
an invitation to work in 
Guinée-Bissau. 
First visit in September 
(of a series of 10).

1974  
Conference (’seminar’) 
with Ivan Illich at the World 
Council of Churches 
(Pedagogy of the Oppressed / 
Oppression of Pedagogy). 

1973  
(1-2 December) ‘Political 
Concientization in Switzerland’
Weekend in Bern 
(University Parish).

1973   
(22nd February) 
Seminar in Paulus Akademie, 
Zürich. 

1974   
Work in Australia and 
New Zealand (May-June).

1959 
One-day seminar where he 
discussed authority, freedom 
and punishement, based on a 
Piaget’s study on the child’s 
moral code. 

Codi�catio
n

Decodi�cation

Conscientização

Problem-p
osin

g

Generative themes

Praxis

Dialectic

Cultu
ral A

ctio
n

Culture Circles

Visual literacy

Banking education

Autonomy

Dialogue

Culture Circles

Cultural Action

Autonomy

Oppression

Autonomy

After 1990
Increasing �nancial crisis of SPE
 due to new nationalities 
of students (ip Ex-Yugoslawian 
and Arab-countries). The Swiss
 government is not willing to
 pay more. 


